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necessary for every minister to spend three years at
one of their denominational Colleges before he can
be admitted on the itinerancy. The number of men
with Scotch diplomas is much smaller among the
Wesleyans than among the Independents. This may
be accounted for by the steps of the probation which
the Connexion prescribes, and partly perhaps by the
paucity of Wesleyans in Scotland. At the present
time the Conference receives about eighty candidates
for the ministry annually. Of these, by an estimate
recently made, about twenty are the sons of ministers
who have had a good education at the Engswood or
Woodhouse Grove Schools, which were established
for the education of the sons of preachers. About ten
are the sons of middle-class tradesmen, who have been
educated at the Wesleyan Collegiate School^ esta-
blished at Taunton and Sheffield. The remaining fifty
are men who have previously followed some business,
trade, or profession. All these bodies do not seem to
have among their 6,500 preachers half-a-dozen of
men educated either at Oxford or Cambridge. There
is one in the Unitarian list, one in the Independent,
and one or two among the Baptists and Wesleyans.
It is a fact worth examining that a clergyman of the
Church of England rarely becomes a preacher in a
Dissenting body. If he leaves the Church he starts
for himself, or, what is most frequently the ea$e,
joins some anti-clerical sect, such as the Society of
Plymouth Brethren.

The first obvious difference between
clergyman and the Dissenting minister
rule, they come from two different                gaiety.